From
The

Editor

| seefromthearchivesthat | have been editing Lon-
don WRG Newsfor tenyearsnow and it seems
not agreat deal has changed, issue 39 had articles
about working onthe Lichfield at Tamworth Road
(whereweare till working) and aWRG Reunion
on the Cotswold Canals (had afew digstherethis
year aswell!). It a so mentioned the London WRG/
KESCRG Christmasparty whichin 1998 washeld
on the Buckingham Arm, for detailsof thisyear s
Christmas party and the new year camp please see

page 11.
Ed Walker

London WRG /KESCRG Barn Dance

Theannua London WRG/KESCRG Barn Dance
will this year be held on 28" February 2009 at
Bensonvillagehall asusual. Ticketsare£12 which
includesachilli-and-spud dinner contact Bobby

Silverwood for tickets (barndance@kescrg.org.uk

).
WRG L eadership Training

Thisisopento anyoneinterested inleading either
week long canal campsor weekends, theformat is
quiteinformal and involvesthe exchange of best
practiceideasfrom more experienced leadersand
recognising points where and how we could do
better. Thiswill aso be on Saturday 28" February
in Benson so you can stay on after for the Barn
Dance.

LondonWRGAGM
Next year SAGM will be held on the evening of
21% February 2009 at the accommodation for that

weekendsWilts& Berksdig. Further detailswill be
provided closer to the date.

Page 2

London WRG Awards

About thistime of year we start to generatealist of
peoplewho areintherunningfor thisyear sLondon
WRG awards. Thecategoriesfor these prestigiouy(!)
awardsare:

Driving

Catering

LameExcuse

New Recruit

Leadership

Brick Cleaning/Laying

..and any other categorieswe can think of!

If anyone has any suggestionsfor the awardsthen
please drop Suzie Pounce an email
(suze@cherrytresfarm.org.uk). Thisyear slucky
recipientswill be announced at the London WRG
Christmasparty...

London WRG ChristmasParty

TheLondon WRG Christmas party isalmost upon
usagain. Thisyear LizWilsonhasgracioudy offered
to host theparty againand it will beontheevening
of Tuesday 9" December, starting at about 7.30pm.
All theusual eventswill happen likethe London
WRG awards ceremony, good food and | ots of beer.

Please inform either Liz (by email on
liz@giantwasp.co.uk ) if you are planning on
attending so that the catering can be organised. The
cost of theeveningwill beameady £6.00 (money
collected onthenight) to cover the buffet, thisdoes
not includedrink so please bring your own. Anyone
interestedin hel ping with the catering please contact
Liz

Liz saddressis:

19 Widford House,
Colebrooke Row,
N18DD

Thenearest tube stationisAngel, about five minutes
walk away.
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Goughs Orchard Lock, Cotswolds Canals, 2-
39 August 2008.

When we arrived at the Scout Hut most people wi
already there. The firstthing I noticed was that th
was a showelAs allWRGies know this is quite
rare on a cample spent time greeting everybod
and some of us went to the pub until bedtive.

were hoping that the coming day was to be pack
with hard but fun work. Lifting the massive blocks was the responsibility of

Ed and Dave: from inside the canal they lifted the
In the morning we had the usual 8 o'clock Englishlocks using wrecking bars. However some
breakfast. Then we left the hut. Unfortunately theopingstones were so bulky and heavy that extra

weather was grim; it started raining but it was stiltelp was called from the teams working on top.
warm. Work proceeded in stages, each lifting being

followed by Martin (SW) securing the block with
We splitinto diferent groups: some went with Martinbricks underneath before the next lifting took place.
to pick up bricks whilst E€'group went to site with This altogether heavy job required several hours of
theWRGSWirailer. This was thanks to Rick andeffort until late in the afternoon.
Harry, who could not stay but still managed to help-
Luckily by time we got to site the rain had stopp
and the sun consented to shine.

Opening the trailer | was impressed to find tools |n
perfect condition. When | grabbed a mattogk
without any scratches on it | felt like starting worl
straight away So, | just waited for orders; destroy
dig, demolish...!

The working site was the lock of an old canal, whigh
needed reconstructingiVe were told to partly
destroy one side of the waterwayg the brickwork
had collapsed and been half washed away in thgse
days when the canal was stillin use. First, we had

to remove copingstones from the top of the brigk
wall in order to access the brickwork below easily
and safely This involves digging enough space
behind to receive the stone blocks, making it easjer
to move them when requested.

There was perfect teamwork. People on the top|of
the wall formed pairs: one WRGie had a mattogk
and used it to dig and soften the soil, whilst the other
removed the soft soil with a spade. | was paired
with Helena, another team waltan (London) and Coping stone removal and controlled demolition (Ed
Rachael, and a third was Owen and Gill. OtheWalker)

gave help to each and every team as and when extra

pairs of hands were needed, which happened all

the time as the work was hard and demanding.
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